
ERW WELDED TUBE PLANTS  
Technology for demanding markets
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FAMILY-OWNED AND 

WORLDWIDE PRESENT

As a family-owned company, the SMS group has 
built on solid values and a culture of responsibility 
for four generations. It holds a strong market position, 
while its decentralised structure ensures a fast and 
effi cient response to individual customer demands. 
The SMS group combines the fl exibility of company 
units that operate as medium-sized enterprises 
with the broad resources of an internationally active 
company – all to the benefi t of the business partners. 
The decentralised corporate culture ensures that not 
only the individual units, but also the employees 
always think and act in an entrepreneurial manner.

BUILDING ON A STRONG BASIS

A long-term view, careful fi nancial management, the 
focus on values, plus an understanding of the cycles 
of the machine and plant construction market have 
guided the group’s strategic planning for decades. 
Also high on the agenda are investments in the 
areas of energy and environment technology, service 
and modernisation of plants as well as on-the-job 
training and qualifi cation of core employees. On this 
basis, the SMS group creates tailor-made plant 
solutions which enable its business partners to keep 
well ahead of the competition. 

SMS GROUP  
Leaders in plant construction 
and machine engineering    

The SMS group unites global players in the construction of plants and machines for the processing of steel and NF 
metals, operating under the roof of SMS Holding GmbH. It consists of the two business areas, SMS Siemag and 
SMS Meer, as well as industrial participations. SMS Holding GmbH is responsible for strategic planning and control. 
The sole owner of the SMS group is Siemag Weiss GmbH & Co. KG, the holding of the Weiss entrepreneurial family.
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SMS MEER BUSINESS AREA

The SMS Meer Business Area bundles its activities 
in the fi elds of steelmaking plants and continuous 
casting technology (long products), tube plants, long 
product rolling mills, forging technology, nonferrous 
metals plants, heat treatment technology and 
service. Starting with advisory services, followed by 
implementation and commissioning, and fi nally 
modernisations – the employees of the business 
area always combine their specialist knowledge with 
approachability and fl exibility.

TOP QUALITY 

The innovative solutions provide our customers with 
measurable benefi ts in their challenging markets. 
Whether steel for automotive parts, pipelines, heavy 
structural profi les, wheels for high-speed trains or 
aluminium for façade structures: the machines and 
plants tailored by the SMS Meer Business Area 
ensure the cost-effi cient and fl awless production of 
the necessary components.

INDIVIDUAL SOLUTIONS  

The SMS Meer Business Area concentrates the com-
petence of globally successful specialist fi rms under 
one roof to create a unique, full range of supplies and 
services for metal processing and associated fi elds. 
In doing so, the employees focus consistently on the 
needs of their business partners. They fi nd individual 
solutions and fulfi l the plant operators‘ expectations, 
both fl exibly and reliably. This is verifi ed by 17,000 
successful reference projects the world over – in the 
last 50 years alone. 
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ERW WELDED TUBE PLANTS
All-round flexibility thanks to state-of-the-art 
technology

Tubes are the lifelines of our modern world: High-
strength, thick-walled OCTG pipes carry gas and oil 
across hundreds of kilometres. In their function as 
important automotive parts, high precision tubes offer 
us virtually unlimited mobility. In the construction in-
dustry structural tubes have a key role to play – they 
support large buildings and stadiums and make archi-
tectural masterpieces possible. The demands in all 
these fields are high: the tubes must satisfy the most 
stringent quality requirements – while being pro-
duced cost-effectively at the same time. With weld-
ed tube plants from SMS Meer all this is possible. 

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON

SMS Meer already has well over 100 years of experi-
ence in the manufacture of plant and machinery for 
tube production. Its roots go back as far as 1885, 
when brothers Reinhard and Max Mannesmann ob-
tained the first patent for the manufacture of seam-
less tubes. Together with Mannesmann, SMS Meer 
developed the first rolling mills for the production of 

seamless tubes on an industrial scale. Since then 
SMS Meer has continuously expanded its portfolio: 
The range now covers seamless tube plants, large- 
diameter pipe mills, spiral tube plants and ERW welded 
tube plants (Electric Resistance Welded). SMS Meer is 
the world’s largest supplier of plant and machinery for 
tube production and has built more than 2,100 refer-
ence plants and machines since 1960. These include 
350 welded tube plants, with four of the world’s larg-
est continuously operating ERW tube welding lines.
 
KEEPING PACE WITH THE MARKET

The market for tubes is on the move: Orders are be-
ing placed for increasingly small batch sizes and for 
more versatile designs. This means having to rethink 
plant concepts – a high degree of flexibility is increas-
ingly becoming the key to success. SMS Meer is fo-
cussed on its customers’ needs, developing solutions 
which are geared towards the market. Modern plant 
concepts for ERW tube welding are devised such that 
customers are able to produce various product sizes 
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and formats. These concepts reduce change-over 
times to a minimum and ensure reproducible quality 
and a high level of operational safety and reliability. 
Plant downtimes are minimal and productivity corre-
spondingly high. This provides plant owners with 
measurable advantages in the market.
 
CONTACTS WHERE YOU NEED THEM

SMS Meer tailors every plant to the individual needs 
of its customers – from the core machines to han-
dling equipment and automation. Customers benefit 
here from the close collaboration with other business 
units at SMS Meer – for example with SMS Elotherm, 
our specialist in induction technology. You will find our 
plants in service all over the world – and our employ-
ees. That’s why customers always have a contact 
close by – regardless of whether it’s a new plant, up-
grade or ongoing operational support.

EXPERTISE AND REFERENCES 

 � More than 125 years of experience with 
tubes

 � More than 2,100 reference plants and  
machines for tubes, among these 
–  more than 350 ERW welded tube plants 

incl. 4 of the world‘s largest continuous 
plants

 –  7 plants for high precision tubes for the 
automotive industry

 � Customers across the globe: Arvedi, Atlas 
Tube, Baosteel, Corinth Pipeworks, Jansen, 
Mubea, OMK, Padana, Safa, Severstal, 
Stupp, TPCO and Wuhan Iron and Steel, to 
name just a few.
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SMS Meer is the only company worldwide to offer all 
core machines for producing longitudinally welded 
tubes. These flexible plants cover a product diameter 
range of 10 mm to 660 mm with variable wall thicknesses. 
Whether it‘s precision tubes, OCTG tubes or structurals 
– manufacturers receive the complete, fully integrated 
welded tube plant from a single source and can there-
fore rest assured that everything will run smoothly.

STATE-OF-THE-ART TECHNOLOGY 

AS STANDARD

The performance capability of SMS Meer plants is 
way above the market standard. The ultra-rigid URD® 
stands (Uniform Rigid Design) maintain the closest 
tolerances, CSS Quicksetting® (Computerized Setting 
System) speeds up product changes by means of  
automatic, reproducible positioning of the rollers, and 

PORTFOLIO
Customized solutions for high productivity

RAW MATERIAL 

 � Coiled steel strip

 � Yield strength up to 800 N/mm²

STRIP PREPARATION 

 � Coil magazine and coil car

 � Uncoiler

 � Coil opener unit with coil peeler

 � Combined pinch roll unit/strip  
leveller

 � shear/end welder (MAG) with 
integrated crop shear

 � Strip accumulator

 � Strip edge millers

FORMING AND WELDING 

 � Strip entry guides

 � Breakdown and idle stands

 � Strip edge bending stands

 � Straightedge forming equipment

 � URD® fin-pass and squeeze stands

 � HF welding generator  
(SMS Elotherm)

 � Inside and outside scarfers

 � MF seam annealing units  
(SMS Elotherm)

CONSULTING AND SERVICE –

     CONTROL AND   

e.g. CSS Quicksetting® system
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quick-change systems reduce non-productive and 
set-up times to a minimum. As a result, product for-
mats can be changed in less than an hour – a deci-
sive success factor in today‘s challenging market. 

LONG-TERM PARTNERSHIP

SMS Meer sees itself as a partner to its customers. 
Our experts follow a project from the very first idea, 

providing support with commissioning and mainte-
nance and developing exciting ideas for modernization 
projects – expert, reliable support, for the lifetime of 
your plant. 

CONSULTING AND SERVICE –

SIZING, FORMING AND  

CUTTING

 � Detwisting stands

 � URD® sizing and shaping stands

 � Universal and straightening  
Turk’s heads

 � Cambering stands

 � Travelling tube cut-off units

FINISHING 

 � Inside flash flushing stations

 � Straightening machines

 � Pipe end facing and chamfering  
unit

 � Threading machines

 � Hydrostatic pipe testers

 � Data identification systems (AMS)

 � Bundling stations and transfer  
systems

PRODUCTS 

Tubes with diameters of between  
10 mm and 660 mm and wall thick- 
nesses of between 0.7 mm and 25.4 mm

 � High precision tubes for the auto-
motive and mechanical engineering 
sectors

 � Line pipes, casings, tubings and drill 
pipes for the OCTG sector

 � Structural tubes and pipes with round, 
square and rectangular cross-sections

AUTOMATION 

for positioning of rolls

FOR THE LIFETIME OF YOUR PLANT



8

STRIP PROCESSING 
Consistently high strip quality

The tube welding process starts with the coiled steel 
strip. The coils, which are up to 2.3 m in diameter and 
45 t in weight, are first uncoiled and then welded to 
form endless strip. 

STRIP PREPARATION: 

STABLE OPERATION GUARANTEED

The strip preparation equipment supplied by SMS Meer 
includes the coil magazine, coil car, uncoiler, coil 
opener unit with coil peeler and combined pinch roll 
unit/strip leveller. All components are designed to 
ensure the highest productivity levels and stable 
operation: The strips are picked up within a short time 
and fed into the process. The strip tension remains 
constant, the strip speed precise.

CROSS-WELDING:  

QUICK AND PRECISE

The shear/end welder is used for cropping  
the strips at high speed using an integrated, movable 
crop shear. The crop shear also cuts long strip ends. 
This is particularly beneficial when using natural 
strips. The strips are positioned precisely in relation 
to each other – the exact weld gap is set automatically.  
To speed up the process, several welding torches 
are used simultaneously if required.

STRIP ACCUMULATORS:  

FOR CONTINUOUS PRODUCTION

The fully automatic spiral strip accumulator is used  
to bridge the standstill time when welding the strip 
ends together. The accumulators supplied are either 
table or roller type and can hold up to 600 m of strip. 
This enables continuous production of the tubes. The 
precise current length of the strip is displayed to the 
operator on the control desks of the strip preparation 
section and tube welding line. 
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MILLING:  

CLEAN EDGES AND PRECISE WIDTHS

The process downstream of the strip accumulators 
begins with the strip edge millers. The machines mill 
the endless strip, ensuring clean edges and precise 
widths are produced – essential for perfect results in 
the forming and welding stages that follow.

KEY BENEFITS

 

 � Computer-aided control of the strip tension 
and strip speed, depending on the  
coil diameter

 � Strip leveller with quick roll opening and 
automatic levelling position adjustment

 � Fully automatic shear/end welder with  
integrated crop shear



FORMING AND WELDING 
Continuous process chain with added value

The global market is constantly on the move, making 
huge demands of welded tube lines: while the size 
of orders is getting smaller, the designs are becom-
ing more versatile. That is why short change-over 
times and high operating reliability are crucial in 
keeping the plant downtimes correspondingly low. 
SMS Meer tube production plants are designed such 
that they meet these challenges.

FLEXIBLE AND COST-EFFECTIVE

SMS Meer adapts the forming process precisely to 
the required diameter, wall thicknesses and material 
grades. If required, we integrate various breakdown 
stands and idle stands, strip edge bending stands, 
straightedge forming sections and fin-pass stands 

into the tube welding line. The entire line is 
designed such that as few roll changes as possible 
are required for size changes. This ensures 
flexibility, cost efficiency and high quality  
at the same time. 

LASTING, HIGH-PRECISION JOINTS

The precisely sized open tube is welded using the 
HF (high frequency) method. Here, rolls completely 
enclose the tube and press the strip edges together 
in such a way that they can be joined in a geometri-
cally perfect manner. Outside and inside scarfers 
then remove the flash. Hydraulic copying adjustment 
of the inside scarfer ensures particularly precise 
scarfing. The system is also equipped with a 
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patented bead chopper. The bead can therefore be 
removed easily and reliably from the tube.

With sophisticated tubes both the weld seam and 
inside flash are tested by a non-destructive ultra-
sonic device. SMS Meer adds MF seam annealing 
units to further improve the microstructure of the 
seam.

MAXIMUM STABILITY  

WITH URD® STANDS

SMS Meer has developed the URD® principle 
(Uniform Rigid Design) for the fin-pass and squeeze 
stands. This offers considerable advantages com-
pared to conventional stands: the stands are 
extremely rigid and dimensionally stable thanks to 
closed frame plates. The rolling forces are absorbed 
both vertically and horizontally and the roll setting 
positions do not need to be re-adjusted. With this 
system excellent product quality is guaranteed.

CHANGE PRODUCTS IN  

LESS THAN A HOUR

SMS Meer inline and offline quick-change systems 
mean particularly fast product changes can be 
carried out. The changing time is reduced by more 
than 30% on average compared to conventional 
plants. Depending on the configuration, a complete 
size change from good tube to good tube can be 
completed in less than an hour. 

SCHEMATIC OF THE URD® PRINCIPLE

The URD® stands uniformly absorb the rolling forces both vertically and horizontally

KEY BENEFITS 

 � Excellent product quality
 � Wide product range
 � High productivity
 � Equipment reliability
 � Maximum precision with rigid stand design
 � Innovative quick-change system
 � Easy handling and low manpower require-

ments

P = load
δ = deflection

δ1 = δ2  
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INDUCTION WELDING
AND HEAT TREATMENT
Cost-effective solutions from SMS Elotherm

ELOWELD™ –  

FOR HIGH STRENGTH RESULTS

With induction HF longitudinal seam welding a.c. 
voltage is induced into the edges of the open-seam 
tube. In this way the strip edges are heated above 
the melting point. At the same time squeeze rolls 
position both edges such that they are precisely 
parallel to each other and press the open seam tube 
together. The result is a high-quality weld seam with-
out incorporating any additional material. The plants 
are highly productive – up to 200 m of tube per 
minute – and extremely versatile at the same time: 
diameters range from 6 mm to 660 mm and wall 
thicknesses from 0.12 mm to 25.4 mm. The method 
offers flexibility in terms of materials too: the ma-
chines can reliably weld high-strength steels, special 
steel, aluminium, brass, copper and zinc.  

BENEFITS OF ELOWELD™  

WELDING SYSTEMS 

 

 � High welding speed
 � Universal application
 � Reliable operation and high availability

With SMS Meer welded tube plants the expertise, experience and engineering talent of SMS Elotherm are put 
to good use: For over 70 years the specialist in induction technology has been building and developing plant and 
machinery for the induction heating of metal. During this time, the company has continuously improved the 
technology and developed its plants to perfection; from the converter through the oscillating circuit to the 
inductor - everything is perfectly suited to the respective application. All SMS Elotherm plants are modular in 
design and can be cost-effectively adapted to customers‘ individual requirements. Operating costs have been 
optimized too: Thanks to their new converter technology SMS Elotherm solutions require less electrical power 
than comparable plants.
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BENEFITS OF ELOSEAM™  

SEAM ANNEALING

 � High-precision process reliability
 � Precise performance values
 � Low spatial requirements 

ELOSEAM™ – PERFECT SEAMS

With EloSeam™ tube manufacturers increase their 
product quality significantly by means of post-an-
nealing: The units heat the seams, thereby normaliz-
ing the coarse-grained microstructure created in fer-
ritic steels during welding. The result: high-quality 
tubes with homogeneous material properties. Con-
centrator plates in the inductors provide a specific 
concentration of heat in the seam area and thus in-
crease the efficiency of the systems. The advantage: 
plant owners save on energy costs during operation. 
The control system captures the position of the weld 
seam and automatically corrects the inductor posi-
tion in the event of tube drift. This ensures a con-
stant, precise annealing process, so plant owners 
can rely on consistently high quality.

BENEFITS OF ELOTUBE™  

HEATING SYSTEMS

 � High-precision process control
 � Maximum productivity
 � Improved tube properties

ELOTUBE™ – OUTSTANDING PROPERTIES

The EloTube™ series is perfectly suited for black-an-
nealing, bright-annealing and for adjusting the temper-
ature before coating. The EloTube™ system produces 
perfect results every time – whether it‘s for recrystal-
lization, stress-free annealing, soft or full annealing, 
normalizing or homogenizing. Bright-annealing is pos-
sible with both the quartz glass and retort systems. 
With recrystallization annealing the high heating rate 
and precise temperature adjustment offer tangible 
benefits: the weld seam is corrosion-resistant and the 
tube is perfectly prepared for additional drawing and 
rolling. The benefits of precise preheating and high 
throughout speeds are also achieved with coating: 
in this way both process reliability and good product 
quality are ensured.



The SMS Meer ERW tube welding line is an im-
portant component in Severstal TPZ Sheksna‘s 
strategy: by offering high-quality products the 
Russian company intends to win new market 
shares in terms of exports as well as on the 
Russian market. The plant produces mainly 
structural tubes with diameters/dimensions  
of up to 16 ¾" (430 mm). The high production  

capacity of up to 45 m per minute enables 
them to achieve an annual capacity of 300,000 t. 
Productivity is around 30% higher than previ-
ous levels. In addition, the plant is also highly 
flexible: it produces tubes for a wide array of 
applications. For Severstal this is a huge com-
petitive advantage – the demand for structurals 
of this type is enormous.

SEVERSTAL BANKS ON 
STRONG TECHNOLOGY
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SIZING, FORMING AND  
CUTTING
The right solution for every cross-section

With sizing/shaping stands and travelling tube cut-off 
units from SMS Meer tube manufacturers can pro-
duce ultra-straight tubes that match the required di-
ameters precisely and meet customer requirements 
right down to the last detail. No matter what length 
or shape you need: our machines produce the best 
results every time. The concept is tailored to the rel-
evant production range, meaning the plants can be 
used for a host of applications. In the case of small 
tube dimensions a detwisting stand ensures the 
weld seam remains securely in the 12 o‘clock position. 

MAXIMUM STRAIGHTNESS,  

EXTREMELY CLOSE TOLERANCES

With the sizing stands, plant owners are able to set 
the desired tube diameter precisely, improving the 
surface quality and straightness of the tubes at the 
same time. Like the fin-pass stands, the sizing 
stands can be designed according to the URD® prin-
ciple – in this way high rolling forces can be ab-
sorbed and maximum precision achieved with the 
parameters of the finished tubes.
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When using URD® stands in the sizing and shaping 
section, it is possible to level round tubes in the third 
sizing stand.

Combined cambering stands and universal Turk’s 
head units may be installed downstream of the siz-
ing stands. The cambering stand is secured at the 
entry end of the downstream universal straightening 
Turk’s head in such a way that it can be raised and 
lowered in line with the movement of the tube 
strand. Two cambered rolls eliminate any bulging on 
the wide side in the case of rectangular tubes. 

The straightening of sections is performed in the 
universal Turk’s head using two horizontal and two 
vertical rolls. The advantage of this concept: size 
changes can be carried out simply and quickly and 
there is no need to change the rolls.
 
LESS MATERIAL LOSSES WITH  

OPTIMIZED LENGTHS 

The travelling cut-off unit downstream of the sizing 
section cuts the finished tube into suitable supply 
lengths. SMS Meer has various concepts to offer for 
this: milling cutters or cut-off saws for hot or cold 
cutting can be used, depending on the configuration 
and plant size. 

The milling cutters work on the “rotary milling tool” 
principle. The tube is cut by means of two parallel 
milling cut-off blades which track the outside contour 
of the tube. The plants are equipped with a control 
system for automatic operation and can be expand-
ed with a software program for optimizing the cut 
lengths. The cutting parameters are pre-selected 
with the software, thereby ensuring efficient fixed 
tube lengths are cut. Cut length optimization is used 
with cross seams and open seam tubes and consid-
erably reduces the amount of scrap. The advantage: 
plant owners produce more ready-for-sale tubes with 
the same material.

KEY BENEFITS

 

 � Precise tube diameters
 � High tube surface quality
 � Optimum tube straightness
 � Quick size changes
 � Low material losses
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CSS QUICKSETTING®

The learning database for improved quality and 
productivity

SMS Meer has developed an innovative integrated 
concept for the shortest possible changeover times 
for ERW tube welding lines. The heart of this con-
cept is the CSS Quicksetting® system (CSS = Com-
puterized Setting System). This production and tech-
nology system significantly reduces change-over and 
setting times and thus increases productivity. At the 
same time, the product quality can be reproduced 
and continuously improved through database-sup-
ported plant adjustments.

EASY OPTIMIZATION OF PROCESSES

CSS Quicksetting® easily allows you to get the best 
out of your plant: The intuitive user interface of the 

intelligent, database-supported software is used by 
the operator to set the desired tube shape and trans-
fer it to the plant – the corresponding settings are 
then automatically executed. The settings can be 
easily stored for reproducible results. In this way, 
tubes with the same parameters and quality can be 
reliably reproduced at a later time.

With CSS Quicksetting® SMS Meer already sup-
plies the standard parameters for the desired port-
folio with the system itself. The data record can 
then be gradually supplemented to include the 
plant owner‘s own settings – a learning system, in 
other words.

PLC

Ethernet

Control panel

Profibus

PRODUCT DATABASE

 � Position data
 � Trim data
 � Variant management
 � …

ROLL SETTING PLAN

 � Roll setting plan
 � Roll geometry
 � Roll identification
 � …

COMMUNICATION

CONFIGURATION OF CSS QUICKSETTING®

PLC
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DESIGNED FOR CONSISTENTLY FAST 

ROLL CHANGES

SMS Meer’s entire concept for welded tube plants is 
aimed at high quality and quick size changes: the rolls 
are equipped with precise, motor-operated adjust-
ment systems, therefore the plant can be operated 
and adjusted entirely from the user panels. Dimen-
sionally-stable systems technology provides the basis 
for maximum precision in terms of the final dimen-
sions of the tubes – while efficient quick-change 
equipment for the rolls ensures minimal changeover 
times. With the CSS Quicksetting® roll management 
module, plant owners can even plan their ideal config-
uration and the required rolls for the subsequent tube 
format while production is underway. This ensures ev-

erything is ready and in place before the dimension 
change. Tube producers can therefore increase pro-
duction times measurably.

KEY BENEFITS

 

 � High productivity thanks to short changing 
times

 � Optimized processes
 � Reproducibility of system settings
 � Intuitive user interface
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SMS Meer finishing lines get the finish-welded and 
tempered tubes ready-for-sale: they remove any 
swarf, guarantee perfect quality and machine the tube 
ends precisely in accordance with the customer‘s 
requirements. The result at the end of the process is 
tube bundles which are ready to be sold and dis-
patched.

A NEAT, CLEAN FINISH 

On completion of the production process, inside flash 
flushing stations remove any chips from the tubes 
that have been cut to length. Patented bead choppers 
are used to reliably remove any swarf in an automat-
ed process – so the customer receives perfect tubes 
which are ready for immediate use. 

FAST AND PRECISE  

TUBE END MACHINING

SMS Meer pipe end facing and chamfering machines 
provide burr-free tube and pipe end finishing. Precise 
chamfering and front-end levelling create ideal 
conditions for further machining of the tube ends and 
for use by the customer – irrespective of whether 
the tubes are to be joined later by threads or weld 
seams. 

SAFEGUARDING AND  

DOCUMENTING QUALITY

SMS Meer hydrostatic pipe testers enable all certifica-
tion requirements to be fulfilled. They subject the tubes 
to loads which far exceed the actual conditions of use. 

FINISHING LINE
The finishing touches
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They pump water into the tubes at pressures of up to 
750 bar. In this way plant owners can reliably test the 
leak-tightness and material quality. Tube producers can 
use the results for their customers to certify the tubes. 
SMS Meer supplies system variants for testing one or 
several tubes at the same time. The machines are 
designed and configured such that they meet all our 
customers’ requirements.

PERFECTLY PACKAGED  

AND READY TO GO

SMS Meer bundling stations are automated systems 
for producing tube bundles of various sizes and 
shapes. They prepare the finished tubes for transpor-
tation and protect them from damage. A wide 

KEY BENEFITS 

 

 � Tube machining tailored to customer  
needs

 � High productivity of finishing machine 
used

 � Reliable quality control with every tube
 � Reliable operation thanks to intelligent 

automation solutions

variety of bundle sizes and shapes is possible with 
these machines. The tubes are packaged in such a 
way that the best possible use is made of the space 
for transportation purposes and logistics costs are 
reduced.
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ATLAS TUBE

Portfolio: Structural tubes up to 16"
Capacity:  up to 400,000 tpy
Commissioning: 1999

The Canadian company Atlas Tube chose SMS Meer‘s 
horizontal quick roll change system for its 16" ERW 
tube welding line. With plants based on conventional 
concepts, companies have to factor in changing 
times of two to eight hours. However Atlas Tube  
requires just 55 minutes for all work stages, from 
stopping production to restarting it again. As a re-
sult, the company has set a new record in terms of 
changing times. 

FROM THE CUSTOMER’S VIEWPOINT

“We are receiving an increasing number of 
orders with small lot sizes and changing tube  
dimensions. With the welded tube plant from
SMS Meer we can change over product sizes 
in just under an hour – thus saving time and 
money. That gives us a real lead over our com-
petitors.” 

John C. Higgins, Executive VP of Operations, 
Lindsay M. Fleming, Director of Manufacturing
Technology, JMC Steel Group/Atlas Tube, Canada.

JIANGBEI STEEL (WISCO)

Portfolio: Oil and gas pipes, structural pipes and tubes
Capacity: 350,000 tpy
Commissioning: 2008

For Jiangbei Steel, a subsidiary of the Chinese steel 
group WISCO, SMS Meer built the world’s largest 
continuous tube welding line: The company produces 
350,000 t tubes every year, with diameters of up to 
660 mm and rectangular tubes of max. 500 x 500 mm  
or 600 x 400 mm. The tubes are used in the oil and 
gas industry and in the construction sector. Wall 
thicknesses of up to 24 mm and high steel grades 
give the tubes the necessary load-bearing capability, 
while the SMS Meer machines guarantee high-quality 
products.

FROM THE CUSTOMER’S VIEWPOINT

“Thanks to the welded tube plant supplied by  
SMS Meer we can achieve not only high quality 
levels, we also easily fulfil API standards and our 
customers‘ strict requirements in the construction 
sector. What‘s more, we can be flexible in terms of 
the cross-sections and tube formats. Our custom-
ers appreciate this – it is something we notice time 
and again.”

Zhang Yi, ERW 660 General Director,  
Jiangbei Steel, China.
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ARVEDI TUBI

Portfolio: Quality tubes from sections to HGV axles
Capacity:  250,000 tpy
Commissioning: 2009

The Italian tube specialist Arvedi Tubi produces a 
wide range of quality tubes on its multi-functional 
plant supplied by SMS Meer; the welded tube plant 
offers both high quality and flexibility with regard to 
dimensions, grades and wall thicknesses. Arvedi 
manufactures sophisticated products such as shells 
for cold-drawn cylinders, rear axles for HGVs, line 
pipes, casings, boiler tubes, structural pipes and 
tube sections. Wall thicknesses of up to 16 mm and 
production speeds of up to 60 m per minute round 
off this highly flexible plant.

FROM THE CUSTOMER’S VIEWPOINT

“We chose the SMS Meer plant as it meets all 
our requirements: the production line offers us 
high performance and quality levels, a broad  
dimensional range, a wide range of grades and 
high wall thicknesses. Therefore we were easily 
able to satisfy the various needs of our demand-
ing customers.”

Mario Caldonazzo, CEO, Arvedi Tubi Acciaio,  
Italy.

MUBEA

Portfolio: Precision tubes from 15 mm to 40 mm
Capacity:  up to 40,000 tpy
Commissioning: 2011

The German automotive specialist Mubea produces 
precision tubes for chassis stabilizers, which have a 
roundness tolerance of one 400th of a millimetre, on 
its welded tube plant supplied by SMS Meer. With 
this technology, Mubea is able to produce stabilizers 
which are up to 50% lighter than solid material prod-
ucts – a strong selling point and an important contri-
bution to environmental protection at the same time.

FROM THE CUSTOMER’S VIEWPOINT

“Our requirements with regard to the new weld-
ed tube plant were very high – such high accura-
cy levels had never been previously attained. The 
engineers from SMS Meer have really achieved 
something with this: the tube quality is excellent 
in terms of both the inside and outside surfaces 
as well as the tolerances.”

Tobias Henke, Head of Central Development,
Muhr und Bender, Germany.



THE RIGHT PARTS IN THE RIGHT 

PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME  

The right spare parts have to be available at all times 
so that production doesn‘t come to a standstill. At the 
same time, capital tie-up and storage costs have to 
be kept low. That is why SMS Meer delivers spare 
and wear parts for all machines quickly and reliably.

 
A web-based, machine-specifi c parts catalogue 
makes the ordering process even easier. On request, 
SMS Meer also takes care of the whole spare part 
and stock management. The differing parts stocking 
concepts are always geared to the customers‘ 
individual needs.

SERVICE 
Taking care of everything –
MEERcare®, MEERcoach®, MEERconsult®

MEERcare® MEERcoach® MEERconsult®

Spare Parts

eService

Spare Parts 
Management

Warehousing

Equipment Check

Condition 
Monitoring

Maintenance 
Service

Remote Service

Mechanical 
Components

Hydraulic 
Systems

Electrical Control 
Systems

Automation 
Equipment

Repairs

Trouble Shooting

Assessment

Standardised 
Trainings

Individual 
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Feasibility
Studies
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Strategies & 
Concepts

Change 
Management

Value Added 
Components

24/7 Support

Full Service

Spare Parts 
Service Maintenance Modernization Field Service Training & 

Coaching
Consulting & 

Implementation

The employees at SMS Meer do everything to ensure that customers are satisfi ed with the company’s machines 
and plants for many years. The SMS Meer Service experts continue to look after them even after commissioning – a 
whole plant life long. With MEERcare®, MEERcoach® and MEERconsult®, SMS Meer offers services for machines, 
people and processes.

These services cover three specifi c areas: 
 � With MEERcare®, SMS Meer offers tailored service solutions – from spare parts, through emergency 

calls at short notice, regular maintenance measures through to comprehensive modernisation measures.
 � MEERcoach® focuses on the people: The SMS Meer Service experts share their know-how with the 

customers and provide on-site support for the ongoing production.  
 � The MEERconsult® specialists analyse processes in preparation for their optimisation. 
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The employees at SMS Meer do everything to ensure that customers are satisfi ed with the company’s machines 
and plants for many years. The SMS Meer Service experts continue to look after them even after commissioning – a 
whole plant life long. With MEERcare®, MEERcoach® and MEERconsult®, SMS Meer offers services for machines, 
people and processes.

These services cover three specifi c areas: 
 � With MEERcare®, SMS Meer offers tailored service solutions – from spare parts, through emergency 

calls at short notice, regular maintenance measures through to comprehensive modernisation measures.
 � MEERcoach® focuses on the people: The SMS Meer Service experts share their know-how with the 

customers and provide on-site support for the ongoing production.  
 � The MEERconsult® specialists analyse processes in preparation for their optimisation. 

CONTINUOUS HIGH PERFORMANCE

Whether one-off fact-fi nding, continuous monitoring 
via remote service or regular plant inspections: The 
SMS Meer Service experts analyse and service the 
plants. On request they even take over the complete 
maintenance. Plant owners thus ensure maximum 
plant availability and optimum production results.

ALWAYS UP-TO-DATE

Plant owners are engaged in dynamic markets. The 
demands on profi tability, product quality and 
productivity have risen steadily for plant owners in 
recent years. New technologies and plants arrive on 
the market in ever shorter innovation cycles. Tailored 
and customised modernisation concepts from 
SMS Meer ensure that the plants run for decades: 
and that with reduced operating costs, higher 
productivity and improved product quality.

FIELD SERVICE

Even in emergencies, customers can rely on SMS Meer 
Service. The Service technicians help with trouble-
shooting and the necessary repairs. With short reac-
tion times and high availability, they ensure that the 
plant is up and running again as quickly as possible.

CORPORATE SUCCESS THANKS TO 

TECHNICAL KNOW-HOW

Whether individual or standardised trainings – the 
MEERcoach® experts plan individually tailored training 
programmes and implement these together with the 
customer. The plant operators gain valuable know-
how through time-tested formats and special 
e-learning offerings – for more operational reliability 
and more effi cient processes.

HIGHER PROFITABILITY THANKS TO 

THE RIGHT ADVICE

More effi cient processes, optimised technology and 
more effective use of resources – those are the goals 
of MEERconsult®. SMS Meer carries out feasibility 
studies to establish a sound basis for management 
decisions, or develops strategies and concepts for the 
optimisation of existing plants and processes.
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The Business Area SMS Meer is represented world-
wide. 17,000 reference installations demonstrate the 
market’s confi dence in the expertise, experience, 
reliability and fl exibility of the company. 

No matter where the customers work and what 
language they speak – the right people at SMS Meer 
are always on hand. In this way SMS Meer can support 
its business partners quickly and effectively.

CLOSE TO CUSTOMERS 
Think global, act local

Sales / serviceEngineering / production
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SMS Meer, Corporate Communications, Dr. Peter Heimerzheim (Director)

Ohlerkirchweg 66, 41069 Mönchengladbach, Germany, Phone: +49 2161 350-2600, Fax: +49 2161 350-1862 

communications@sms-meer.com, www.sms-meer.com
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MEETING your EXPECTATIONS

SMS MEER

Business Unit Tube & Pipe Plants 

Ohlerkirchweg 66

41069 Mönchengladbach

Germany

Phone: +49 2161 350-1650

Fax: +49 2161 350-1870

weldedtubeplants@sms-meer.com 

www.sms-meer.com 

The information provided in this brochure contains a general description of the performance characteristics of the products concerned. The actual products may not always have these characteristics as 
described and, in particular, these may change as a result of further developments of the products. The provision of this information is not intended to have and will not have legal effect. An obligation to 
deliver products having particular characteristics shall only exist if expressly agreed in the terms of the contract.


